Colonel Smith tours west, promotes growing
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Permanent Secretary for Agriculture Colonel Mason Smith is on a three-day tour to the Western Division to try and encourage resorts to, not only use local produce, but to grow local too.

Colonel Smith said the visit is also an opportune time for him to look at the potato farms which would be harvested in Nadi and Nadarivatu.

He said they would also see tobacco farmers in the division.

“My visit is to firstly see the potato farmers. The potato crops are now starting to mature and we intend to harvest them today and tomorrow,” Colonel Smith said.

“Second part is to visit the hotels. We have a ‘Feed the Hotels programme’ where we try and encourage hotels to use locally grown fruits and vegetables on their menu.

“Third one is to have a look at some of our tobacco farmers in the Sigatoka Valley and Nadi. Basically those are the three areas I am focusing on in my visit in the three days.”

Colonel Smith visited the Starwood Gardens at the Denarau Golf and Racquet Club yesterday.

He said they have potential to do more on the farm.

“Today’s visit to the Sheraton gardens was basically to come and have a look at what they are doing and see where we can assist by way of training, technical assistance and exchange of ideas,” Colonel Smith said.

“There is a lot of potential for it. All they need now is just a bit more technical input by our staff and I am sure they will be able to provide pineapples, citrus, pawpaws in addition to what they are doing at the moment.”

Musket Cove Island Resort is another Golf and Racquet Club setting an example for many having a big farm that caters for nearby resorts with local produce.

